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First Congregational Church 
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
 
 

Founded in 1680 

 

Living the Love and Justice of Jesus 
  

FIFTH SUNDAY ATER PENTECOST 
 

July 13, 2025 ~ 10:00 am 

 

Gathering Music 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Prelude                                                   

 

Bringing Forth the Light of Christ                                                                                   Acolytes 
 

*Call to Worship  
One:  We come to worship this day knowing deeply what it means to struggle. 

Many: We remember times in our lives when we’ve felt hopeless, yearning for someone to 

care for us. 

One:  In this divided climate that tempts us to ignore our neighbors, we need only to tap into our 

own humanity to be reminded of your presence. 

Many: Because we know what it means to struggle, we are challenged each day to show 

radical love to our neighbors. 

One:  Even those who aren’t like us. 

Many: Especially those who aren’t like us. 

One:  May our worship today help us remember times when we’ve been helped,  

Many: and how we can become the helpers and the hope-bearers in this world. Amen. 
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*Invocation 
 

Christ, who shows us how to be in community together, thank you for gathering us here 

today. We give you thanks for how each of us has been held in love by this community of 

faith. We are comforted by memories of mercy shown to us in difficult times, both by our 

friends in this space and by your gracious presence in our lives. Empower us to be Good 

Samaritans in our own ways. Embolden us to seek out those who are hopeless and in need, 

not out of pity, but out of a deep understanding of difficulty in our own lives. Guided by your 

example may we lead with radical love and brave compassion. Amen. 
 

*Hymn                                      “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”                                 NCH #498    
 

The New Testament Reading                   Colossians 1:1-14                                                 Bob Evans 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the saints and 

faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from our God. In our 

prayers for you, we always thank God for our Lord Jesus Christ because we have heard of your 

faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints because of the hope laid up for 

you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel, that has 

come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit 

among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. This you 

learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our 

behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. For this reason, since the day we heard 

it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of 

God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk worthy of the Lord…as 

you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made 

strong with all the strength that comes from this glorious power, so that you may have all 

endurance and patience, joyfully giving thanks to God, who has enabled you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred 

us into the realm of the beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Reader: For the Word of God in Scripture,  

       for the Word of God among us,  

       for the Word of God within us  

ALL:    THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 

The Gospel Reading                              Luke 10:25-37                                                         Bob Evans 
An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 

and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the 

right answer; do this, and you will live.” But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And 

who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell 

into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead. Now by 

chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So 

likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 

Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he was moved with compassion. 

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his 

own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, 

gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will repay you 

whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “the one who showed him mercy.’” Jesus said to him, “Go 

and do likewise.” 
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Reader: For the Word of God in Scripture,  

       for the Word of God among us,  

       for the Word of God within us  

ALL:    THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 

*Hymn                                            “They Asked, ‘Who’s My Neighbor?’”                                 NCH #541 
 

Message                     “The Priest, the Levite, and the Samaritan”             Rev. Dr. Nancy Hamlin Soukup 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

The Pastoral Prayer 
 

Our Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayer Response     

Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen 

Offertory Invitation  
 

The Offertory                                     

 

*The Doxology PH #515                                                                                                       Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below;  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  
We thank you, God, for coming to us as a neighbor, a stranger, an immigrant; for binding 

our wounds; and carrying us to safety. You do all this so that we might love you with all our 

heart, soul, and mind, and welcome the stranger, loving our neighbor as ourselves. To you be 

glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

*Closing Hymn                                “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”                                       NCH #588 

 

*Benediction   
 

*Benediction Response                             “Hallelujah”                                    NCH #236                   

 

Carrying the Light of Christ into the World 
 

Postlude                                                    

 

    ~ Leading Worship today is the Rev. Dr. Nancy Hamlin Soukup ~ 

~ Our Music Director and Organist is Nikita Zabinski ~ 

~ Our lay liturgist today is Bob Evans ~ 

~ Our greeters today are Janine Beausoleil, Eleanor Ingraham & Clifford Gustafson ~  
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Prayer List for Sunday, July 13, 2025 

As a congregation, we lift up prayers today and throughout the week for the following people.  

For concerns in the world: 

Those who have died in the devastating floods in Texas and New Mexico, as well as those who are 

still searching for loved ones and have lost all they own to this disaster. 

 The Palestinian people who are suffering under a humanitarian crisis because needed aid has been 

prevented from reaching them on the border with Israel. The Israeli hostages who still languish 

in Gaza. The Palestinian and Israeli people that peace will one day prevail in the ancient land of 

our spiritual ancestors. 

Peace in the Middle East and wisdom for the leaders of the world and all those who have lost their 

lives in recent conflicts. 

Peace in the Ukraine 

For those in need of healing on our prayer list: 

Sarah, Celeste’s niece, who is nine years old and is waiting for a liver transplant 

Steve, Amanda, and Elliana Wiacek, Ed Wiacek’s son and family, who will begin a three-year 

diplomatic tour at the U.S. Embassy in Manila, Philippines.  

Nick Chaccone, for recovery 

Christy, a friend of Lynne Ramos, who has been ill with considerable pain; for her medical team, and 

her wife Becky as they navigate Christy’s latest illness 

Gail, Gina Damiano’s wife, who has been in hospital and is very ill 

Sug Grant, who is recovering from a fall 

Sandy Patterson, who is recovering from hip replacement surgery  

Pat Cory, who is recovering from a heart procedure 

Steve Brosnihan, who is recovering from back surgery 

Ryan Higgins, Lilly Kilvert’s son-in-law, who has Leukemia 

Kathy, Jen Johnson’s cousin, who is still healing after brain surgery  

and is experiencing financial strains from the therapy 

A beloved son, who is suffering from Leukemia 

Kristen, who is recovering from surgery and will begin aggressive chemo and radiation therapies; 

prayers for the best outcome 

Marty Costianes 

Renee that she may find resolutions to issues pressing in on her 

Family and friends who seek hope and healing in mind, body, and spirit 

Prayers for all victims of violence 

Alma Campbell, who fell and broke her knee 

Jack and Barbara Ringland 
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Roxanne, who is now dealing with breast cancer 

Claudia and her family, as she enters hospice 

Scott, Brenda, and Cameron, who need divine guidance and strength to follow 

God's path for them 

Max, for healing and freedom, and for his Mom 

Robin Vestal, who has Stage 4 Duodenumal Cancer, and her husband Ulysses, who are friends  

of the Grant family 

Peter MacDonald, who has Lung Cancer 

Rusty, who has Lung Cancer 

Autumn Quezada-Harrison  

Ellie's Dad, who she misses 

Carol, Karen’s cousin, who had brain surgery 

Carrigan, who has cancer, and for Carrigan's nurse, Kristen, who is also 

   being treated for breast cancer 

Tyler, who is making a steady recovery from a bone transplant 

Mark 

Charlie 

Ken Latham in Leicester, MA, who is on chemotherapy for Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma 

Those who have lost their way may have wisdom, courage, and strength 

Harriet 

Ryan 

Mark E., who has an aggressive form of prostate cancer 

Fred Davis, who has stomach cancer 

Meriel Smith 

Charlotte Griffith 

Kellie and Juan Morales’s daughter 

Bruce C., who is in rehab, and Pat P., both friends of Ed Wiacek 

Caregivers in our congregation 
 

Upcoming Birthdays: 
  

Ella Drawbridge 07/24      Carla Finn 07/25      Marty Roussel 07/25        

Jo-Ann Wilbur 07/27       Glenn Donovan 07/27    Cassidy Allen 07/28       

 Julia Allen 07/31 
 

What’s on the Church Calendar  

July 13, 2025  Sunday Worship: 10:00am 

July 15, 2025  Tuesday Facility Meeting 7:00pm 

July 20, 2025  Sunday Worship: 10:00am 

July 22, 2025  Church Council Meeting 7:00pm 

July 27, 2025  Sunday Worship: 10:00am 
 

Please visit our website for more information about the Church  

and its events: fccbristol.org 
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“Invitation to Share Time, Talent, and Treasure” 

When you give to First Congregational Church, you make possible our 

ministries that serve all God’s people. Your gifts share the love of Jesus  

all year long. The act of giving is our personal expression of worship  

and also keeps our church financially healthy. Stewardship is not payment  

for services rendered. It is an act of faith and devotion to God. You may go  

to the following link to give now: https://fccbristol.org/support-us/.  

                                                               
NCH = New Century Hymnal (black hymnal) and PH = Pilgrim Hymnal (red hymnal) 

Sources and Credits: Hymn tune names - as well as composers of the music and authors of the text - are listed in the hymnals with each 

hymn. CCLI License #1958911 and One License.Net #A-728124.  

Sources: The prayers used in this service were written by or adapted from the following: Rev. Jacob Hault, The One Who Showed 

Mercy: Service Prayers for the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, www.jacobnault.com, After Pentecost 5C - July 13 - United Church of Christ; 

Faith and Unity Department of the Baptist Union of Great Britain, http://www.baptist.org.uk/prayers-of-intercession.html, re:Worship: 

Prayer of the People: The Good Samaritan; re:Worship: Closing Prayer: Colossians 1: 9-11; and  Nettleton’s “Short 

Preface,” www.laughingbird.net/LectionTexts/CP10.html, http://a ctsoffaith.org/resources/downloads/Year_A/09%20Immigration_final.pdf,  

re:Worship: A Prayer for Neighbors. 

 

Church Office Hours are Tuesday – Friday 10:00am – 2:00pm 

Office e-mail address: office@FCCBristol.org 

Pastoral Office Hours Tuesday – Thursday, 9am – 1pm 
You may also schedule an appointment by 

contacting Rev. Nancy.  

Church office line 401/253-7288 or e-mail 

office@FCCbristol.org 
 

 

 

https://fccbristol.org/support-us/
http://www.jacobnault.com/
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/after-pentecost-5c-july-13/
http://www.baptist.org.uk/prayers-of-intercession.html
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/06/prayer-of-people-good-samaritan.html
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/06/prayer-of-people-good-samaritan.html
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/06/closing-prayer-colossians-1-9-11.html
http://www.laughingbird.net/LectionTexts/CP10.html
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2015/10/a-prayer-for-neighbors.html
mailto:office@FCCBristol.org
mailto:office@FCCbristol.org
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Church location 300 High Street  

• mailing address 281 High Street  

• Bristol, Rhode Island 401/253-7288 


