First Congregational Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
Founded in 1680

Living the Love and Justice of Jesus

ALL SAINTS’ DAY

HOLY COMMUNION
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

November 16, 2025 ~ 10:00 am

Prelude “On Eagles Wings” M. Joncas
Welcome and Announcements

Introit “He Has Made Me Glad” L. Brethorst
Bringing Forth the Light of Christ Acolytes

*Call to Worship
One:  We join together, each with different needs.
Many: God meets every need with blessings.
One:  We join together, each with different gifts.
Many: God welcomes every gift as blessings.
One:  We have come together to dream God’s dream.
All: No gift is too small, no dream is too big. Amen.

*Invocation
Jesus’s generosity at our common table grounds our community and our connection. He
welcomed all and shared equally with all, even with those who would eventually betray him.
As we strive to follow him, we so often fall short of an inclusive community. How can we
dream God’s dream if we are missing people at the table? In this time of reconciliation, we
ask for God’s welcome when we come to share in this Communion meal. Amen.
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*A Prayer for Transformation
Gracious God, we know that only when everyone has a seat at the table, can we glimpse your
dreams for us as a church community. Forgive us when we think some gifts are better than
others or when we leave people behind. Bring us together again in generosity and hope.
Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Hymn “For All the Saints” NCH #299
Stewardship Moment Donna Dubord
The New Testament Reading | Corinthians 11:23-34 Jen Johnson

For I received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is
my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgment
against themselves. For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we
judged ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are judged by the Lord, we are

disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.

So then, my brothers and sisters when you come together to eat, wait for one another. If you are
hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together, it will not be for your condemnation. About
the other things | will give instructions when | come.

Reader:  For the Word of God in Scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us

ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD!

*Hymn “God, We Thank You for Our People” NCH #376

Message “At the Family Table” Rev. Dr. Nancy Hamlin Soukup
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
The Pastoral Prayer

Our Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Prayer Response Taizé
O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
when | call, answer me.

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer;
come and listen to me.

Offertory Invitation

The Offertory “Walk in Light” K. Marrolli
Flute - Amy Halt
*The Doxology PH #515 Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, as we center ourselves at your table, open our hearts to your gifts. Surprise us with
new learning and renewed community. Encourage us to welcome every gift, so that we might
dream every dream. Amen.

*Hymn “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” NCH #295
Holy Communion

Invitation to Communion

Words of Institution

Sharing the Elements

*Prayer of Thanksgiving
Oh God, in whose hands are life, death, and eternal life, we thank you for all the saints, all
those who have been baptized in the spirit and whom you have justified by grace and faith.
We rejoice that their faithfulness has paved the way for our lives to follow. Thank you for the
best-known and less-known saints who have given us love and care and challenge. We give
thanks that all these beloved saints now live with you in eternal life. Amen.

*Hymn “When the Saints Go Marching In”

O when the saints go marching in,

O when the saints go marching in,

O Lord I want to be in that number,
when the saints go marching in. (Chorus)

O when the sun begins to shine,
O when the sun begins to shine,
O Lord I want to be in that number,
when the sun begins to shine. (Chorus)

O when the stars begin to fall,
O when the stars begin to fall,
O Lord I want to be in that number,
when the stars begin to fall. (Chorus)
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O when that final trumpet calls,
O when that final trumpet calls,
O Lord I want to be in that number,
when that final trumpet calls. (Chorus)

*Benediction
Carrying the Light of Christ into the World

Postlude “Joanne” S. Germanotta (Lady Gaga),
Soloist Sarah Albeneise
“Where do you think you 're going?
Where do you think you 're going, going?”

~ Leading Worship today is the Rev Dr. Nancy Hamlin Soukup ~
~ Our Music Director and Organist is Nikita Zabinski ~
~ Our lay liturgist today is Jen Johnson ~
~ Our greeters today are Janine Beausoleil, Eleanor Ingraham & Clifford Gustafson ~

NCH = New Century Hymnal (black hymnal) and PH = Pilgrim Hymnal (red hymnal)
Sources and Credits: Hymn tune names - as well as composers of the music and authors of the text - are listed in the hymnals

with each hymn. CCLI License #1958911 and One License.Net #A-728124.

Sources for this service are written by or adapted from the following: Rev. Amber Henry Neuroth, “Worship Resources,” Dreaming God'’s
Dream: No Gift Too Small. No Dream Too Big” 2025 UCC Stewardship Campaign Materials; Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual
2012, © 2011 Abingdon Press; Rev. Mindi, Rev-o-lution website, re:Worship: Litany for All Saints Worship; Rev. Bonnie Tarwater, Oh, When
the Saints Come Marching In, United Church of Christ, http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/, re:Worship: All Saints Day: Prayer of
Thanksgiving; Rev. Scott A. Ressman, All Saints’ Day-November 1 - United Church of Christ, Celebrating their Lives: Holy Communion for All
Saints’ Day, All Saints' Day-November 1 - United Church of Christ; and words to “When the Saints Go Marching In ” adapted from
WEUMC2024-02-13JazzMassHymnLyrics.pdf,

Prayer List for Sunday, November 2, 2025

For concerns in the world:

Members of our local community who are experiencing food insecurity as well as frustration about
access to health care and or those who may be affected by a government shutdown

The Palestinian and Israeli people that they will be able to broker a lasting peace from the fragile
negotiations in the ancient land of our spiritual ancestors

Peace in the Ukraine

Prayers for all victims of violence

Prayers for those who have lost their way may have wisdom, courage, and strength

Prayers for all caregivers, particularly those in our congregation
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For those in need of healing on our prayer list:

Our congregation family as we recover from the fire on October 31

Sug Grant, who is undergoing evaluation for caner treatment

Sally Evans, who is undergoing tests in preparation for surgery

Ronald Blackburn, Rev. Nancy’s brother-in-law, who is in hospice care, and her brother
Alan Dana Soukup

Kathy Conoway, Sug Grant’s niece, who has Stage 4 Breast Cancer, which had been
in remission but has probably reoccurred

Kathy, Jen Johnson’s cousin, who decided to return home against her doctor’s recommendation;
prayers for her safety and for Jen’s Uncle Paul’s safety as he tries to care for Kathy

Kristen, calling on all available angels to gather around Kristen as she undergoes extensive
chemotherapy treatments with a minimum of pain and discomfort

Camille Pansa and Grace Steere, who are recovering from falls

Sarah, Celeste’s niece, who is nine years old and is waiting for a liver transplant

Steve, Amanda, and Elliana Wiacek, Ed Wiacek’s son and family, who have begun a
three-year diplomatic tour at the U.S. Embassy in Manila, Philippines.

Nick Chaccone, for recovery

Ryan Higgins, Lilly Kilvert’s son-in-law, who has Leukemia

A beloved son, who is suffering from Leukemia

Marty Costianes

Renee that she may find resolutions to issues pressing in on her

Claudia and her family, as she enters hospice

Scott, Brenda, and Cameron, who need divine guidance and strength to follow
God's path for them

Max, for healing and freedom, and for his Mom

Robin Vestal, who has Stage 4 Duodenal Cancer, and her husband Ulysses, who are friends
of the Grant family

Rusty, who has Lung Cancer

Ellie’s Dad, who she misses

Carol, Karen’s cousin, who had brain surgery

Carrigan, who has cancer, and for Carrigan’s nurse, Kristen, who is also
being treated for breast cancer

Ken Latham in Leicester, MA, who is on chemotherapy for Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma

Harriet

Ryan

Mark E., who has an aggressive form of prostate cancer

Fred Davis, who has stomach cancer

Meriel Smith

Charlotte Griffith

Kellie and Juan Morales’s daughter

Bruce C., who is in rehab, and Pat P., both friends of Ed Wiacek

For those who have died:
Kaitlyn Bric, a friend of Marina Temple, who had been seriously ill and died on Thursda

Upcoming Birthdays:

Roger Carney 11/17 Autumn Quezada-Grant 11/26  Mark Johnson 11/27
Robert Arsenault 11/27 Janine Beausoleil 11/27 Beverly Larson 11/30
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What’s on the Church Calendar

November 16, 2025  Sunday Worship 10:00am ALL SAINTS’ DAY & STEWARDSHIP
SUNDAY (Sanctuary)

November 17,2025  Monday Church Council Meeting 6:30pm (via Zoom)

November 19,2025  Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room)

November 22,2025  Annual Harvest Moon Bazaar 10:00am-3:00pm moved to
Bristol Maritime Center (near Rockwell park on 127 Thames St)

November 23,2025  Sunday Worship 10:00am (Sanctuary)

November 26, 2025 Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room)

November 27, 2025 Thursday HOLIDAY Thanksgiving Day

November 30, 2025  Sunday Worship 10:00am FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Donations Needed for the Harvest Moon Bazaar’s Silent Auction

Sandie Campbell has been hard at work collecting a fabulous array of offerings for the
Bazaar’s Silent Auction on November 22, but we could still use more contributions. If you
know a local business and want to ask them for an item or gift certificate to donate to the
Bazaar, PLEASE DO! Or perhaps you have something in your home of value that you
would like to donate to the auction, THANK YOU! Contact the Office and leave a
message for Sandie. All contributions are appreciated.

Please visit our website for more information about the Ol ?.IE_.I
Church and its events: fccbristol.org T‘ %
[
“Invitation to Share Time, Talent, and Treasure”
When you give to First Congregational Church, you make possible our
ministries that serve all God’s people. Your gifts share the love of Jesus
all year long. The act of giving is our personal expression of worship
and also keeps our church financially healthy. Stewardship is not payment

for services rendered. It is an act of faith and devotion to God. You may go
to the following link to give now: https://fccbristol.org/support-us/.

Church Office Hours are Tuesday — Friday 10:00am — 2:00pm
Office e-mail address: office@FCCBristol.org

Pastoral Office Hours Tuesday — Thursday, 10:00am — 1:00pm
Call the Church office to schedule an appointment.

Church office line 401/253-7288 or e-mail office@FCCbristol.org
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KEEP THOSE RECIEPTS COMING
A Community Partners Program with Clements Marketplace

Clements Marketplace at 1150 Hope Street in Bristol is engaged in their Community
Partners Program. Twenty-seven years ago, they began this effort at their other
locations to support organizations and groups in the area. By saving and submitting
your Clements’ shopping receipts, you help support First Congregational Church.

Where do | drop off my receipts? At First Congregational Church in an envelope
marked receipts that is pinned to the bulletin boards in the Wardwell Room near the church
kitchen and/or in the Narthex (the entrance of the church).

Please save those Clements’ receipts and join with us in their Community Partners Program to benefit
First Congregational Church! Please.
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Hands for Hospitality Are Needed

Church on Sunday is not really church without Coffee Hour. The morning feels incomplete without the
time to sit, share refreshments, and chat following worship.

For many years, we’ve had a very dedicated group of Hospitality providers who Sunday after Sunday
offer refreshments for us. They go about their work very quietly with a lot of dedication. However, this
group needs an injection of helping hands to make our Coffee Hours happen.

Thus, the Hospitality Committee would like to do our fellowship time a little differently. They are
putting out a call for your assistance on Sunday mornings to do set up, provide goodies, and clean up.
Sign up with your family, fellow committee members, or use it as a chance to meet someone new or get
to know someone in a different capacity. Let’s try to meet the challenge of having everyone at church
help take part in some small or big way this year with Sunday Coffee Hour Hospitality.

On most Sundays, a member from the Committee has signed up as a point person to train those newer
to our kitchen. You can learn from the Committee volunteers as you help to put out snacks, coffee, juice
and other treats for all to share. Then after Coffee Hour your help is needed with cleaning up the
kitchen.

If you are not able to help on Sundays, all are welcome to consider shopping and or baking for Coffee
Hour. Save your receipts if you would like to be reimbursed.
https://www.signupgenius.com/g0/70A0D4AACA72BA7F94-58465024-sunday

Church location 300 High Street » mailing address 281 High Street « Bristol, Rhode Island 401/253-7288
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