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First Congregational Church 
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
 

Founded in 1680 

 

Living the Love and Justice of Jesus 
 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

The 32nd Groundhog Band Celebration 

 

February 1, 2026 ~ 10:00 am 
 

Prelude                                                      “Prelude: Sonata in D”                                        D. Scarlatti                     
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Introit                                                        “Awesome God”                                                 R. Mullins  
 

Bringing Forth the Light of Christ                                                               Acolytes 
 

*Call to Worship   
 

One:  Come, let us sing to Yahweh; 

Many: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
One:  Let us come into the Divine presence with thanksgiving; 

Many: Let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise! 
One:  It is good to give you thanks, O Yahweh; 

Many: To sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
One:  to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

Many: and your faithfulness by night, 
One:  to the music of the lute and harp, 

Many: to the melody of the lyre. 
On:   For you, O God, have made us glad by your work; 

Many: at the works of your hands we sing for joy. Amen. 
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*Prayer of Invocation  
 

 

Holy, Creative God, we sing from the depths of our sorrow. We sing from the abundance of 

our joy. We sing in voices separate and unique. We sing with one voice as your body. May the 

words of our mouths, whether in speech or song, and the meditations of our hearts, whether 

in prose or poetry, be pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

 

*Hymn                                               “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Three”                          NCH#4 (v. 1,2,3)   
 
 

The Old Testament Reading                 Psalm 92:1-5,10,12-15                                    Avery Walsh 
 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to declare your 

steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night, to the music of the lute and the harp, 

to the melody of the lyre. For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your 

hands I sing for joy. How great are your works, O LORD! Your thoughts are very deep!.…You have 

exalted my horn like that of the wild ox; you have poured over me fresh oil. The righteous flourish 

like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

they flourish in the courts of our God. In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and 

full of sap, showing that the LORD is upright; God is my rock in whom there is no unrighteousness. 
 

 

Reader: For the Word of God in Scripture,  

          for the Word of God among us,  

       for the Word of God within us  

ALL:    THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 

The Gospel Lesson                                  Luke 2:41-52                              The Rev. Jametta Alston 
 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they 

started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 

it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 

look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to 

Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 

said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching 

for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he 

went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all 

these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human 

favor. 
 

Reader: For the Word of God in Scripture,  

       for the Word of God among us,  

       for the Word of God within us  

ALL:    THANKS BE TO GOD! 
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A Celebration of Band, Voice, and Hymns 
 

                                                    “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”                 NCH#307 (v.1,2) 

                                         “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                          PH #251 v.(1,2) 

     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                  PH#348 (v.1,2) 

                                                                  “America the Beautiful”                     PH#440 (v.1,2) 

                                                            “In the Bulb There Is a Flower”                              NCH#433 (v.1,2) 

                                            (At this time, the Deacons will collect your prayer cards) 
 

Sharing our Joy and Concerns 
  

The Pastoral Prayer, Prayers of the People 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Our Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Prayer Response  
Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your spirit in this place;  

Lord, listen to your children praying,  

send us love, send us power, send us grace. 
 

Hymn                                                  “Happy Birthday” 
 

Offertory Invitation  
 

Offertory                                               “Follow That Star”                                                     Brad Nix 

 

*The Doxology PH #515                                                                                                       Old Hundredth 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator,  

Word, and Spirit one.  

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia alleluia!  
 

*Prayer of Dedication                                                                  
 

Dear Evolving God, we are so grateful that you love creativity and are still making 

masterpieces: the universe is a work in progress. Help us to see and appreciate the diversity, 

beauty, and transformative powers of all music and the arts as they lift our spirits and send 

us on our way rejoicing. Amen. 
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*Closing Hymn                          “O When the Saints Go Marching In” 
 

Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

Oh, when the saints go marching in, 

Oh Lord, I want to be in that number 

When the saints go marching in. 
 

Oh, when the sun refused to shine, 

Oh, when the sun refused to shine, 

Oh Love, I want to be in that number 

When the sun refused to shine. 
 

Oh, when they crown Him Lord of all, 

Oh, when they crown Him Lord of all, 

Oh Lord, I want to be in that number 

When they crown Him Lord of all. 
 

Oh, when they gather ‘round the throne, 

Oh, when they gather ‘round the throne, 

Oh Lord, I want to be in that number 

When they gather ‘round the throne. 
            

*Benediction                                                   
 

*Benediction Response                                Amen, amen, 

Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Carrying the Light of Christ into the World 
 

Postlude                                                          “Waltz”                                                           Tchaikovsky                                                                               
 

              Thanks and                 

                       Appreciation to our  
                                                    32nd Groundhog Day Band  
                              Performers of 2026. 
 
They are:                                 

 Flute: Ruth Fisher, Eliza Thornton & Amy Holt 

 Clarinets: Candy Alessandro, Nick Burnham, Bob Arsenault,  

                  Gabe Crouse & Fred Thornton  

 Bass Clarinet: Tom Peterson 

 Trumpet: Paul Temple, Andrew MacKeith, Hope MacKeith, Bennett Burnham  

                  & Gavin Stegall  

 Trombone: Brad Hanson, Jon Pomerleau & Brian Caromile 

 Percussion: Brady Harcourt & Jen Johnson 

 Violins: James Caraligno, Veronica Metiros, Janna Peterson & Bella Crouse 

 Viola: Clair Thornton & Sylvia Thornton 

 Cello: Tom Thornton 

 Bass Viola: Steve Mastriano 

 Piano: Nikita Zabinski 

 Conductor: Bennett Burnham           

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=400&rlz=1T4DGUS_enUS314US203&biw=992&bih=512&tbm=isch&tbnid=RsFXEkrAtj_sLM:&imgrefurl=http://blog.incontextmultimedia.com/groundhog-day-review-09-09-02012/&docid=g10lJbu32aPFbM&imgurl=http://blog.incontextmultimedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/groundhog-clip-art.jpg&w=162&h=165&ei=vnrqUsC0AYqvkAed8oCQDA&zoom
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Please join us for fellowship hour following Worship  
 
  

~ Leading Worship today is the Rev. Jametta Alston~ 

~ Our Music Director and Organist is Nikita Zabinski ~ 

~ Our lay liturgist today is Avery Walsh ~ 

~ Our greeters today are Janine Beausoleil, Eleanor Ingraham & Clifford Gustafson ~ 
    

 

                                                                                                                                   
NCH = New Century Hymnal (black hymnal) and PH = Pilgrim Hymnal (red hymnal)  
Sources and Credits: Hymn tune names - as well as composers of the music and authors of the text - are listed in the hymnals with each hymn. CCLI License 

#1958911 and One License.Net #A-728124.  
   

  

 

 

  

 

 

Prayer List for Sunday, February 1, 2026 
 

For cares and concerns in the world: 
 

Members of our local community who are experiencing food insecurity as well as frustration about 

access to health care and or those who may be affected by a government shutdown 
 

The Palestinian and Israeli people that they will be able to broker a lasting peace from the fragile 

negotiations in the ancient land of our spiritual ancestors 
 

Peace in the Ukraine 
 

Prayers for all victims of violence 
 

Prayers for those who have lost their way may have wisdom, courage, and strength 

 

For those in need of healing on our prayer list: 
Tony Morettini, who is in the rehab after a bad fall 

Juan Morales 

Patrick McLean Blackburn 

Our congregation family as we recover from the fire on October 31 

Mary Ann, who is recovering after surgery, and for all those who are preparing for surgery  

and are recovering from their procedures 

Angel Rose, a local teenager who is in the hospital after neurosurgery and for her family 

Bill Walsh, who is at the VA Hospital 

Tommy, who is dealing with a degenerative muscular disorder 

Sug Grant, who is undergoing cancer treatment  

Sally Evans 

Alan Dana Soukup 
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Kathy Conoway, Sug Grant’s niece, who has Stage 4 Breast Cancer, which had been  

in remission but has probably reoccurred 

Kathy, Jen Johnson’s cousin, who decided to return home against her doctor’s recommendation; 

 prayers for her safety and for Jen’s Uncle Paul’s safety as he tries to care for Kathy 

Kristen, calling on all available angels to gather around Kristen as she undergoes extensive 

 chemotherapy treatments with a minimum of pain and discomfort 

Camille Pansa 

Sarah, Celeste’s niece, who is nine years old and is waiting for a liver transplant 

Steve, Amanda, and Elliana Wiacek, Ed Wiacek’s son and family, who have begun a  

three-year diplomatic tour at the U.S. Embassy in Manila, Philippines.  

Nick Chaccone, for recovery 

Ryan Higgins, Lilly Kilvert’s son-in-law, who has Leukemia 

A beloved son, who is suffering from Leukemia 

Marty Costianes 

Renee that she may find resolutions to issues pressing in on her 

Claudia and her family, as she enters hospice 

Scott, Brenda, and Cameron, who need divine guidance and strength to follow 

God's path for them 

Max, for healing and freedom, and for his Mom 

Robin Vestal, who has Stage 4 Duodenal Cancer, and her husband Ulysses, who are friends  

of the Grant family 

Rusty, who has Lung Cancer 

Ellie’s Dad, who she misses 

Carol, Karen’s cousin, who had brain surgery 

Ken Latham in Leicester, MA, who is on chemotherapy for Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma 

Harriet 

Ryan 

Mark E., who has an aggressive form of prostate cancer 

Fred Davis, who has stomach cancer 

Meriel Smith 

Charlotte Griffith 

Kellie and Juan Morales’s daughter 

Bruce C., who is in rehab, and Pat P., both friends of Ed Wiacek 

 

For those who have died and for their families: 

Thanksgiving for the life of Lucille Angell Soukup, Rev. Nancy’s mother, who died on Tuesday 

at their family home in Delaware after a brief illness. 
 

Upcoming Birthdays: 

Andrew Delgado Damiano 02/09   Gina Damiano 02/14      Alyssa Wheeler 02/15 

Erika Wheeler 02/15        Jean Cotta 02/22        Ryan MacDonald II 02/22 

Evelyn Crouse 02/26          Sandra Reynolds 02/27      Allison Allen 02/27 

Roger Dubord 02/28 
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What’s on the Church Calendar  

February 1, 2026 Sunday Worship 10:00am 

         Groundhog Band Sunday 

*There will be no Sunday School this Sunday, February 1st, so that children can enjoy the Groundhog 

Day Service and band with their families. 

         Annual Report Available 

February 3, 2026 Prayer Shawl Circle 6:30pm 

February 4, 2026 Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room) 

February 7, 2026 Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room) 

February 8, 2026 Sunday Worship 10:00am 
February 10, 2026 Facility Meeting 7pm (DeWolf Room) 

February 11, 2026 Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room) 

February 12, 2026 Deacon Meeting 7pm (Guiteras House) 

February 13, 2026 Trivia Night 7pm (DeWolf Room) 

February 14, 2026 Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room) 

February 15, 2026 Sunday Worship 10:00am 

    Annual Meeting following worship 

February 17, 2026 Shrove Tuesday 

    Church Council 7pm  

February 18, 2026 Ash Wednesday  

February 24, 2026 Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room) 

February 22, 2026 Sunday Worship 10:00pm 

February 25, 2026 Wednesday FCC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm (Dimond Room) 

February 26, 2026 Christian Education meeting 6:30pm (Zoom) 

February 28, 2026 Saturday Bristol Stone Church Coffee House (DeWolf Room) 

 
  

Please visit our website for more information about the Church   

And Events go to fccbristol.org  

 

“Invitation to Share Time, Talent, and Treasure”  

When you give to First Congregational Church, you make possible our ministries that 

serve all God’s people. Your gifts share the love of Jesus all year long. The act of giving is 

our personal expression of worship and also keeps our church financially healthy. 

Stewardship is not payment for services rendered. It is an act of faith and devotion to God. 

You may go to the following link to give now: https://fccbristol.org/support-us/.   

 

KEEP THOSE RECIEPTS COMING 
A Community Partners Program with Clements Marketplace 

 

Please save those Clements ’receipts and join with us in their Community Partners Program to 

benefit First Congregational Church! Please. 

Where do I drop off my receipts? At First Congregational Church in an envelope 

marked receipts that is pinned to the bulletin boards in the in the Narthex (the entrance 

of the church).  

 

https://fccbristol.org/support-us/
https://fccbristol.org/support-us/
https://fccbristol.org/support-us/
https://fccbristol.org/support-us/
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Hands for Hospitality Are Needed Church on Sunday is not really church without Coffee Hour! The 

morning feels incomplete without the time to share refreshments and chat following worship. Since the 

fire in the church kitchen on October 31st 2025, Coffee Hour has had to adapt in its location and format as 

renovations take place. As of January 11th, it has returned to the DeWolf Room, but the re-opening of the 

kitchen is still many weeks away. Members of the Hospitality Committee continue their work each week 

in providing refreshments but assistance is still needed on Sunday mornings to help set up, clean up, or 

provide goodies for this time of fellowship. If you are able to assist with any of these, there is no need to 

“sign up” ahead of time or to commit to a specific number of Sundays. Just show up and offer your help 

to the Hospitality members who are there! You may contact Sandy Patterson at 401-935-9066 or at 

sandrasmpatterson@aol.com with any questions. Thank you!  
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Church Office Hours are Tuesday – Friday 9:00am – 2:00pm  

Office e-mail address: office@FCCBristol.org  

Pastoral Office Hours  

You may also schedule an appointment by contacting Rev. Nancy. 

Church office line 401/253-7288 or e-mail office@FCCbristol.org  

 

 

 

                                   Church Office (401) 253-7288 • Office@FCCBristol.org • 

Church location 300 High Street • mailing address 281 High Street • Bristol, Rhode Island 401/253-7288 

mailto:office@FCCbristol.org

