First Congregational Church

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Founded in 1680
Living the Love and Justice of Jesus

MAUNDY THURSDAY/TENEBRAE SERVICE

April 2,2026 ~ 7:00 pm

Gathering Music
Prelude “Prelude in E flat minor BWV. 853, WTC Book 1, No. 8" J.S. Bach

Welcome and Announcements

Introit/Anthem “If I Had Been” Ruth Elaine Schram
Alexey Shabalin, violin
First Congregational Church Choir
Bringing Forth the Light of Christ

*Call to Worship and Invocation
One:  The entry into Jerusalem—
Many: a time of great celebration!
One:  The entry into the upper room—
Many: a time of great togetherness!
One:  The entry into the judgment hall—
Many: a time of great humiliation.
One:  The entry onto Golgotha—
Many: a time of great pain and death.
One:  Our Lenten journey has brought us to this place.
Many: To profess our faith.
One:  To hear Jesus’s story.
Many: To remember his life and his death.
One;  Called by God as family in Christ’s love,
Many: we gather and worship God. Amen.
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*Invocation
In this place, in this moment let love be here, love that knows how to reach all the way to the
end, love that kneels and serves, love that wraps its arms around betrayer and protector
alike, love that sets an example and a path to follow. In this place, in this moment let love be
here so that we remember and know who we are. Amen.

*Hymn “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” PH #153
Meditation Rev. Dr. Nancy Hamlin Soukup
Anthem “Mercy (O Sacred Head)” Arr. by Heather Sorenson

Alexey Shabalin, violin
Sarah Albanese, vocal solo
First Congregational Church Choir

First Reading, The Lord’s Supper (Mark 14:22-25) Charlotte Burnham
Second Reading, Shadow of Betrayal (Matthew 26:20-25) Celeste Bernardino
Prayer

Third Reading, Shadow of Desertion (Matthew 26:31-35) Susan Donovan
Fourth Reading, Agony of the Soul (Luke 22:39-44) Marina Temple
Special Music “Take My Mother Home” Harry Belafonte

Alexey Shabalin, violin
Katherine Harcourt, soprano
Brady Halt Harcourt and Sam Halt Harcourt, percussion

Fifth Reading, Unshared Vigil (Mark 14:32-41) Amy Halt
Sixth Reading, The Hour Has Come (John 17:1-6) Jennifer Johnson
*Hymn “Journey to Gethsemane ” NCH #219
Seventh Reading, That All May Be One (John 17:15-22) Dyan Vaughn
Eighth Reading, The Arrest (John 18:1-5) Karen Satti
Prayer

Ninth Reading, The Denial (Mark 14:66-72) Doug Harrington
*Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This” NCH #223
Tenth Reading, Jesus Before Pilot (John 18:33-38a) Katherine Harcourt
Eleventh Reading, The People's Choice (John 8:38b-40, 19:12-16) Shawn Bailey
Prayers of the People Bob Evans
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Our Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Anthem “Forsaken” Jennifer Klein
Alexey Shabalin, violin
Cara Massey, soprano descant

“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”’
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Note for Anthem: “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” is an Aramaic phrase spoken by Jesus during the crucifixion. Aramaic was
the everyday spoken language in Judea at the time. It is translated into English as “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”

Twelfth Reading, Shadow of the Cross (Mark 15:16-20) Chuck Ramos

Special Music “Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 1 in F Minor, Op. 80: I. Andante assai”
Sergey Prokofiev
Alexey Shabalin, violin

Final Reading, The Word was God (John 1:14, 10, 12, 3:19)  Rev. Dr. Nancy Hamlin Soukup

Reader:  For the Word of God in Scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us

ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD!

*Benediction
*Carrying the Light of Christ into the World

Postlude “Were You There” Spiritual
Cara Massey, Soprano
First Congregational Church Choir

Please depart from the service in silence

~ Our celebrant tonight is the Rev. Dr. Nancy Hamlin Soukup
~ Our Organist is Nikita Zabinski ~
~ The First Congregational Church Choir ~
~ Cara Massey - Soprano ~
~ Alexey Shabalin - Violin ~
~ Francis Garner - Baritone ~
~ Benjamin Zabinski -Tenor ~
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Tenebrae is the Latin term for “shadows.” It is an ancient ritual that chronicles the arrest, trial, and
crucifixion of Jesus. As the worship space grows increasingly darker, the shadow of the cross

falls upon each of us. The sanctuary is cast into darkness as the readers assemble and speak. The twelve
candles on the table represent Jesus’s twelve disciples; the large candle is the Christ candle.

What’s on the Church Calendar
April 03, 2026 Good Friday Labyrinth Walk Circle Noon to 3pm (DeWolf Room)
April 04, 2026 Saturday Easter Set Up. Open to all VVolunteers and Flower Committee 9:00am
April 05, 2026 Sunday Sunrise Worship at Mt. Hope Boat Ramp 6:30am
118 Annawamscutt Dr. Bristol, RI
Sunday Intergenerational Easter Worship 10:00am

Please visit our website for more information about the Church
and its events: fccbristol.org

“Invitation to Share Time, Talent, and Treasure”

When you give to First Congregational Church, you make possible our ministries 1 ]
that serve all God’s people. Your gifts share the love of Jesus all year long. The act  Z=sresi,
of giving is our personal expression of worship and also keeps our church T e J.
financially healthy. Stewardship is not payment for services rendered. It is an act of gy bl 1

faith and devotion to God. You may go to the following link to give now:
https://fccbristol.org/support-us/.

Church Office Hours are Tuesday — Friday 10:00am — 2:00pm
Office e-mail address: office@FCCBristol.org

Pastoral Office Hours Tuesday — Thursday, 9am — 1pm
You may also schedule an appointment by contacting Rev. Nancy.
Church office line 401/253-7288 or e-mail office@FCCbristol.org

NCH = New Century Hymnal (black hymnal) and PH = Pilgrim Hymnal (red hymnal)

Sources and Credits: Hymn tune names - as well as composers of the music and authors of the text - are listed in the hymnals with each
hymn. CCLI License #1958911 #3066590 CCSD924 and One License.Net #A-728124. CVLI #505517348

Sources: Prayers from this service were written by or adapted from the following: Rev. Michelle Torigian, The Betrayal: Service Prayers for
Maundy Thursday Year B, Maundy Thursday — March 28 - United Church of Christ (ucc.org); Dr. Sharon R. Fennema, “4n Example”:
Service Prayers for Maundy Thursday, Worship Ways, UCC, Maundy Thursday-April 2 - United Church of Christ; Karen Turner, Lifeway,
http://www.lifeway.com/lwc/files/lwcF_PDF_LW_MaundyThursday.pdf, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Maundy Thursday;
Thomas Turner, http://everydayliturgy.com/, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Maundy Thursday; Steve Garnaas-Holmes,
Unfolding Light, https://www.unfoldinglight.net/, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Maundy Thursday; John W.

Vest, http://johnvest.com/, re:Worship: Search results for John vest; and Rev. Dr. Clare McBeath and Rev. Tim Presswood, Church of
Scotland’s Starters for Sunday, http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search/label/Maundy Thursday.
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Come and Walk the Labyrinth
at 300 High St.
Bristol, RI

Walking the labyrinth is an active prayer form of
meditation that can give insight and guidance for [ife’s
challenges, help solve a problem, stir creativity, bring
solace to those in sorrow, peace to the chaos of life, and
provide an opportunity to recognize and give thanks for
our blessings. Come join us on a labyrinth walk.

Hours are

Noon - 3:00pm ‘
k -
cmmomaomsz ms org * Church 300 High Strest

Office@FCCBristoL
281 High Street - Bristol, Rhode Island 02509

Church Office (401) 253-7288 « Office@FCCBristol.org « 281 High Street « Bristol, Rhode Island 02809
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